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NEWS. 



A BIOGRAPHY and bibliography of the late Professor William Nylander 
appears in the June number of the Revue general de Botanique (n : 218-237). 

In an appendix to the Bulletin of miscellaneous information issued by 
the botanical department of Trinidad, the superintendent, Mr. J. H. Hart, 
is giving a description of the West Indian and Trinidad ferns. 

Messrs. Carlton R. Ball, of Iowa Agriculture College, Elmer D. Mer- 
rell, of the University of Maine, and P. Beveridge Kennedy, of Cornell Univer- 
sity, have been appointed assistants in the Division of Agrostology, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Dr. Francis Ramaley, of the University of Minnesota, has been 
appointed professor of biology in the University of Colorado, at Boulder, in 
succession to Professor John Gardiner, who has retired on account of con- 
tinued ill-health, having held the chair since 1889. 

The Academic Internationale de Geographie Botanique has conferred 
its international scientific medal upon Professor John M. Coulter. This 
medal is awarded by the Academy " in recognition of services rendered to 
science by those who cultivate and advance its various branches." 

A work by Dr. C. B. Davenport, of Harvard University, intended espe- 
cially for botanists and other naturalists who are interested in the quantita- 
tive study of species and of organic variation, is announced by John Wiley 
& Sons, New York City. It is entitled "Statistical methods with specia 
reference to biological variation." 

Professor Dr. Eduard Janczewski, Cracow, Austria, is engaged in a 
study of the geographical distribution and the forms of Ribes rubrum. He 
desires to examine the forms growing in the United States, and particularly 
the var. subglandulosum. Anyone who can furnish a range of herbarium 
specimens and viable seeds of these forms will confer a favor by communi- 
cating with Professor Janczewski. 

A "manual of the flowering plants of Iowa," by T. J. Fitzpatrick, of 
Lamoni, la., is announced. The publication of this work is a private enter- 
prise, and intending purchasers should address the author. Part I, contain- 
ing the Polypetalae, is not a mere list, but each species is briefly described, 
together with notes on habitat and distribution, with suitable analytic keys. 
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A serious disease of the peach appeared in Michigan and other states 
several years ago and seems to be spreading. It is known to growers as 
" little peach " for the reason that the fruit of the affected trees seldom 
attains more than one fourth normal size. The Division of Vegetable Physi- 
ology and Pathology of Washington is making a study of the disease this 
year, the work being placed in charge of Mr. Merlon B. Waite, who is now 
in the field. 

Mr. Hermann von Schrenk has been made a special agent in the 
Division of Vegetable Physiology and Pathology of Washington and author- 
ized by the Secretary of Agriculture to make such studies of the diseases of 
forest trees and timber as may be directed by the chief of the division to 
which he has been appointed. This important line of work has been much 
neglected in this country, and it is hoped that with the start made it will soon 
have the attention it deserves. 

Mr. W. A. Orton, who has for several years been associated with Pro- 
fessor L. R. Jones of the University of Vermont, has been made an assistant 
in the Division of Vegetable Physiology and Pathology, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Mr. Orton will spend the greater part of the summer in South 
Carolina and other southern states, investigating the diseases of cotton. He 
is now at James island, S. C, making some preliminary studies of a disease 
of sea island cotton which has prevailed in that section for several years. 

Mrs. Arvilla Bacon Ellis, wife of Mr. J. B. Ellis, of Newfield, N. J., 
died at her home on July 18, after a long illness, at the age of sixty-eight. 
While Mrs. Ellis was not known as a botanist, it was her cooperation which 
made possible the issue by her husband of the two great sets of fungi 
exsiccati, the North American Fungi and Fungi Columbiani. The 3000 port- 
folios in which the sets were mounted were made by her own hands ; and she 
arranged and folded the pockets for about three fourths of the 200,000 speci- 
mens sent out in those books. Her labor of love certainly deserves public 
recognition. 

An international conference on hybridization was held in Chiswick 
Garden, London, July 1 1 and 12, under the auspices of the Royal Horticul- 
tural Society. An exhibition of hybrids was given on the first day in the large 
vinery in the Gardens. The conference was attended by many distinguished 
botanists and horticulturists. Mr. H. J. Webber was the delegate from this 
country. With the aid of lantern illustrations he described the hybridization 
work which he and Mr. Swingle are prosecuting under the charge of the 
Department of Agriculture. Professor L. H. Bailey sent a paper, but was 
unable to be present in person. 

The Yale Corporation, at a recent meeting, voted that the chair of 
botany held by the late Professor Daniel C. Eaton until his death should 
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hereafter be known as the Eaton Professorship of Botany. It may be 
recalled that this professorship was founded and endowed by a relative and 
by friends of Professor Eaton in the year 1864, although it has never been 
distinguished by a name. The extensive and valuable botanical library and 
herbarium which Eaton accumulated have been donated to the university by 
his family, and Mrs. Eaton has placed in the botanical laboratories a bronze 
tablet to her husband's memory, and, in addition, has founded a graduate 
scholarship in botany. — Erythea, for August. 

Professor Bessey has been called upon to serve as the Acting Chancel- 
lor of the University of Nebraska, and as the duties of the chancellorship 
will make it necessary for him to be relieved of much of his botanical work 
in the laboratories and lecture room, the regents have elected Dr. August L. 
Rimbach (Ph.D., Jena 1887) ad interim Instructor in vegetable physiology 
and pathology. Dr. Rimbach is known as the author of many botanical 
papers in the Berichte der deutschen botanischen Gesellschaft and other Ger- 
man botanical journals. He was a pupil of Stahl, Detmer, Schwendener, 
and Sachs, and was Professor of Botany in the University of Cuenca, Ecua- 
dor, from 1889 to 1894. He has traveled extensively in South America, 
engaged in the study of flora of tropical and alpine regions. 

Mr. J. N. Rose has just returned from a three months' trip through 
Mexico, bringing about 900 species of dried plants, many living plants, espe- 
cially agaves, and plant photographs. His collection is not so large nor so 
rich in new species as the one of 1897, but it will doubtless help to clear up 
many puzzles which have long worried botanists dealing with Mexican plants. 
Besides rediscovering Echinocactus Parryi, he collected several other species 
lost or hitherto unknown to American herbaria. About 200 species were 
collected at type localities. Among the places visited were Chihuahua, Aguas 
Calientes, Jalapa, City of Mexico, Oaxaca, Cuernavaca, Pachuca, Real del 
Monte, Guadalajara, Tequila, San Luis Potosi, and Guanajuato; all places 
from which many types have been taken. Mr. Rose also made a very thor- 
ough study of the species of agave, especially those used in the manufacture 
of pulque and mescal. The visit to Tequila was chiefly to learn what plant 
furnishes the " tequila " which is the great mescal drink of Mexico. 

Mr. Rose was accompanied by Dr. Walter Hough of the National 
Museum. 



